Psychology in the News
Assignment Overview
Your task is to explore how psychological research is presented in the media. You’ll read and compare two very different kinds of articles. One is a news article reporting on a recent piece of psychological research. The second is the original journal article written by the researchers and that the news article was based on.
Instructions
Step 1: Choose a Topic from the List and Read the 2 Articles
· Make sure you can open both articles (the news article and the journal article about the same research study).
· You may need to sign in to the Rutgers Library to open the journal article (libraries.rutgers.edu)
· Review the remaining steps and questions and keep them in mind as you read and take notes on the two articles.

Which topic did you choose?

Step 2: Summarize the Two Articles

A. Journal Article
1. What was the purpose of the study? What question(s) did the authors say they wanted to answer?
2. What variables did the researchers study?
3. Briefly summarize the main findings. What relationships did they find between the variables? (I.e., what were the results of the research?)

B. News Article
Now summarize how the news article presents those findings by answering the following questions. Be sure to provide examples from the news article to support each of your claims.
1. What was the tone of the news article? (E.g., optimistic, sarcastic, warning, serious, etc.)
2. Did the news article include a description of how the research was carried out? (I.e., information from the Methods section of the research article.) What did they include? 
3. What findings (results) were included in the news article?
4. Did the authors of the news article include any statistics (e.g., percentages, averages), or did they just give a general description of the results?
5. Did the authors include any additional information that was not part of the research article? (E.g., information on other research studies, expert opinions, etc.)

Step 3: Compare the two articles
Identify differences between the journal article and how the news article presented the research by answering the following questions. Be sure to provide examples to support each of your claims.
1. Are the titles different? 
a. If so, how would you characterize the difference? 
b. Why do you think the authors of each of the 2 articles used the titles they used?
2. What kinds of information did the news article leave out?
3. Why do you think the news article authors left this information out?
4. In your opinion, should they have included this information? Why or why not?
5. Did the news article oversimplify, exaggerate, or misrepresent any findings, or did they give a thorough and accurate description?
6. Did the news article leave out any important research limitations or nuances that were discussed in the research article?
7. Did the news article make causal claims that the research doesn’t support?
8. What other differences did you notice between the two articles?
9. Find the “About Us” page for the news platform that published the news article. What does it say about the kinds of content the platform tends to cover and who their intended audience is? [You can usually find a link to the “About Us” page either at the very bottom of the platform’s home page or under the “3 bars” menu at the top. It might be also listed on the “Contact Us” page for some platforms.]
10. How can this information help explain the differences you noticed between the two types of articles?

