Infant and Child Development Lab
(830:332:06) Fall 2019

Instructor: Lina Saud

E-mail: |hs43@scarletmail.rutgers.edu
Office: Tillett 629

Office Hours: By appointment

Course Time: Mondays 3:20pm — 6:20pm
Course Location: Psych 105
Research Location: Douglass Child Study Center (DCSC)

Course Description

This course is designed to help students develop the knowledge and skills necessary to engage
in developmental research. We will do this be mastering the research methodology and
statistical tools needed to study infant and child processes and development. Students will
learn to design studies, collect, code, analyze, and interpret data, as well as appropriately
present and write research results.

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
* Demonstrate a basic understanding of psychological research methods and study design
* Collectand code datafrom areal-world daycare setting.
» Utilize basic statistics and statistical software (SPSS) to analyze and interpret data.
* Demonstrate an understanding of APA-style and structure.
*  Write, peer-review, andrevise an APA-style empirical paper.

SAS Core Writing and Communication Goals

This course has been certified as satisfying four of the Writing and Communication Learning
Outcome Goals (including WCR and WCD) of the SAS Core Curriculum. Student will be able to:
* Respond effectively to editorial
feedback from peers, instructors,



and/or supervisors through

successive drafts and revision

(WCR).

Communicate effectively in modes
appropriatetoadiscipline orareaof
inquiry (WCD).
Evaluateandcriticallyassesssources
andusethe conventions of attribution
and citationcorrectly.

Analyze and synthesize information and
ideas from multiple sources to generate
new insights.

21st Century
Challenges

Areas of Cognitive Skills

Inquiry & Processes



Course Structure

This courseis comprised of four mainunits. Three units will include hands-on research studies
conductedat the Douglass Child Study Center (DCSC).Thisincludes three separate visits to
DCSC. Students are responsible for their own transportation to the DCSC and timely
attendance is required.

* Unit 1:Introduction & Research Methods
* Unit2: PeerInteractions

* Unit3: Theory of Mind

* Unit4: Contagion & Contamination

The course content progresses from simpler to more complex research designs and statistical
analyses. Mirroringthe progressive structure of the course content, the assignments slowly build APA
report-writingskills. The course will culminate with students producing an entire APA-style research

report.

Grading

Your grade will be a direct reflection of the amount of time, engagement, and effort put into

this course.
Breakdown of Grades Grading Scale
Attendance and Participation 20 points (10%) A 90% and above
Peer Review 20 points (10%) B+ 85%-89.9%
Assignments 120 points (60%) B 80%-84.9%
Final Project 40 points (20%) C+ 75%-79.9%

C 70%-74.9%
Total 200 points (100%) D 60%-69%

F 59.9% and below

Attendance & Participation (10%):

This portion of the grade involves not only being present but also being an active and
engaged participant inclass.| highly encourage class discussion and hope to foster an



environment where students will feel comfortable speaking up. Attendance is mandatory. As
each class builds on work completed in previous sessions, attending every class is essential for a
comprehensive learning process and experience.Since some coursework is done in class with a
partner,not showing up to class will hurt both you and your partner. Please keep in mind: If
you miss class the week before a DCSC visit, you will not know what to do at the visit.If you
miss a DCSC visit, you will not have data to analyze the following week.If you miss the class
after a DCSC visit,you will not have results for your assignment.

* Attendance is mandatory.

* |If there are extreme circumstances that warrant a verified excused absence from the

Dean’s office, please contact me.

* Youare allowed one unexcused absence.

* Two unexcused absences will result in a full letter grade reduction on your final grade.

* Three unexcused absences willresult in an F as your final grade.

* If youare more than 30 minutes late to class, it will count as half an unexcused absence.

Peer Review (10%):

An integral part of scientific culture is getting feedback from peers.To that end,there are
many assignments that will be peer reviewed by a peer during class. Specifically, you will
provide feedbackandmakewritten commentsforeach otherinregardstotherubric for that
assignment. lwill note the depth andclarity of your commentsin termsof effort and thoughtfulness,
APAstandards, and therubric. Ifyou are absentfromaclassinwhich we complete peer review, youwill
receive a zerofor that assignment (unless it is a verified excused absence from the Dean'’s
office).

Assignments (60%):

Most assignments include writing and revising sections of three different APA-style papers. Some
assignments will be done in the lab during class hours. During this time, students are encouraged
to discussandlearnfromeach other, aswell as ask for my help. Some assignments willinvolve working
with a partner,while others will be done independently. Assignments will be submitted through
Sakai underthe Assignmentstab. Details of each assignmentwill be discussedin class.

* Assignments must be submittedon time

* Late assignmentswill lose 10% of the assignment points perday.



Final Project (20%):

Your final project willconsist of producing a complete APA-style research paper for our last
unit. Details will be discussed in class.

Class Etiquette

We aim to foster a mutually respectful and supportive learning environment.Please be kind and
respectful towards each other when engaging in class discussions. It is perfectly acceptable to
disagree with someone as long as you do it respectfully. Do not use your cell phone, browse the
internet, or check social media during class. Inappropriate, disruptive, or disrespectful
behavior is not acceptable.

Academic Integrity

By participating in this course, you are responsible for and required to uphold the principles of
academic integrity.You are responsible for knowing and following standards of academic integrity
in all of your work. Please familiarize yourself with Rutgers’ Policy on Academic Integrity:
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-at-rutgers/

All violations of academic integrity will be strictly enforced.l will not tolerate plagiarism or
cheating. Any student who plagiarizes will, at the very least, receive a failing grade for the
course. Sharing written work with others in class and/or copying others’ work without proper
citation are considered plagiarism.

Students with Disabilities

Any student with a documented disability may contact the Office of Disability Services to
determine the appropriate accommodations. Students requesting accommodations must follow
the procedures outlined at https://ods.rutgers.edu



Course Schedule (subject to revisions)

Unit 1: Research Methods

Mon 9/9

Mon 9/16

Week 1: Introduction to Research Design, APA Style, & Stats
Assignment 1: Research Design — Due Fri 9/12 by 8:00am
Readings: Howes (1980) and Fabes et al. (2003) — Read before 9/16 Class

Week 2: APA Style & Stats Review; Introduction to Studying Peer Interactions
Assignment 2a: Correlations in SPSS — Due Fri 9/20 by 8:00am
Assignment 2b: Pl Method (work with a partner) — Due Sun 9/22 by 8:00am

Unit 2: Peer Interactions (PI)

Mon 9/23

Mon 9/30

Mon 10/7

Week 3: DCSC Observation on Peer Interactions
Assignment 3: Pl Introduction (work with a partner) — Due Fri 9/27 by 8:00am

No Class

Week 4: Peer Interaction Data Analysis
Assignment 4: Pl Results (work with a partner) — Due Fri 10/11 by 8:00am
Readings: Baron-Cohen, Leslie & Frith (1985) — Read before 10/14 Class

Unit 3: Theory of Mind (ToM)

Mon 10/14

Mon 10/21

Week 5: Introduction to Theory of Mind
Assignment 5: ToM Method — Due Fri 10/18 by 8:00am

Week 6: DCSC Experiment on Theory of Mind
Assignment 6: ToM Introduction—Due Fri 10/25 by 8:00am




Mon 10/28 No Class

Mon 11/4  Week 7: Theory of Mind Data Analysis & Peer Review of ToM introduction
Assignment 7: ToM Results and Discussion — Due Fri 11/8 by 8:00am
Readings: Kalish (1996) —Read before 11/11 Class

Unit 4: Contagion & Contamination (CC)
Mon 11/11  Week8: Introduction to Contagion & Contamination
Assignment 9: CC Method — Due Fri 11/15 by 8:00am

Mon 11/18 Week 8: DCSC Experiment on Contagion & Contamination
Assignment 10: CC Introduction — Due Fri 11/22 by 8:00am

Mon 11/25 Week 9: Contagion & Contamination Data Analysis
Assignment 9: CCResults & Discussion—Due Fri 11/29 by 8:00am

Mon 12/2  Week 10: Final Project Work Day & Peer Review
Final Project: Final CC Paper including Abstract, Introduction, Method, Results,
Discussion, & References — Due Fri 12/6 by 8:00am






