Infant and Child Development
830:331
Summer Session 2016
Mon.-Thurs.: 10:05AM-11:55AM, Tillet 253
Instructor: Michelle Cheng
Contact: michelle.cheng@ruccs.rutgers.edu
Office: Busch Psychology Building 133A/130. Office hours by appointment
Course Objectives: Students will development an understanding of the major topics and
controversies that continue to shape research in infant and child development. Students will also
critically evaluate research articles and familiarize themselves with the scientific method used in
infant and child development research.
Attendance & Tardiness Policy: Attendance is not mandatory, but it is highly encouraged.
Tardiness, however, is unacceptable. Although I understand that the Rutgers’ transportation is
often unreliable, it is your responsibility to account for this ahead of time and arrive on time for
every class.
Participation: The course will operate like a seminar/discussion group. Active participation in
the course is highly encouraged. Student participation can add greatly to your learning and
enhance the experience for the whole class. It will be consistently noted and factored into your
final grade.
Grade Components:
Participation: 10%
Reading Discussion Questions: 20%
Exam 1: 25%
Exam 2: 25%
Research Proposal: 10%
Presentation: 10%
Logistics of Assignments: All assignments unless otherwise specified are to be submitted as
.pdf. For every day that the assignment is late, the assignment grade will be dropped an entire
letter grade for every day it is late. Moreover, I will not accept assignments two days past the
assigned date. For reading discussion questions, late assignment grades will be reduced by tier
(see below the grading tiers). For example, if the quality of the assignment was a check plus, but
was one day late, it would be reduced to a check.
Reading Discussion Questions: Reading discussion questions are due on Sakai at 7PM the night
BEFORE the reading is due for class. For each reading include two discussion questions. These
should be queries that will stimulate an intellectual discussion. These will be graded as either
check minus (unsatisfactory), check (satisfactory), or check plus (excellent). You may miss up to
2 discussion question assignments. Therefore, late assignments will not be tolerated.

Exams: Exams will consist of fill in the blank and short answer questions. Note the exam dates.
Accommodations are available, but it is your responsibility to notify me at least a week in
advance.
Research Proposal: Propose a study that is related to the class (i.e., a topic in child development
that has already been covered for the course). Typically topics that already have been covered in
class are “easier,” but if you are interested in a different area, confirm with me first before
starting your proposal. Be sure to include a short literature review (2-3 paragraphs) a research
question and hypothesis (1 paragraph), methodology (2-3 paragraphs), and predictions (2-3
sentences). The proposal should not exceed four pages double spaced. Your proposal is due with
your presentation.
Presentation: Presentations will be approximately 10 minutes long. Your presentation is to be an
oral rendition of your research proposal. You will be graded on: presentation content,
presentation style, and design of presentation. Bring your presentation on a USB drive. In
addition, be sure to keep a copy of your presentation on the cloud (internet cloud such as Google
Drive, Dropbox, etc.) as a backup.
Disabilities: Any student who feels he or she needs accommodation for a physical or learning
disability, please speak with me so that appropriate arrangements are made. You may also
contact the Office of Disability Services (151 College Ave, Suite 123; phone 732-932-2848) and
read more about Rutgers’ policy at http://disability/services.rutgers.edu
Academic Integrity: There is no tolerance for academic dishonesty in this course. As students
and teachers, we are guardians of knowledge for future generations. An implicit condition for
your participation in this course is your acceptance of the principles defining academic integrity.
Please familiarize yourselves with Rutgers’ Policy on Academic Integrity, which includes
cheating, fabrication (falsification), plagiarism, denying others access to information or material,
and facilitating violations of academic integrity, which can be found at:
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml. Anyone suspected of committing an act of
academic dishonesty will be reported to the Disciplinary Committee; those found to have done so
will, at the very least, receive a failing grade for the course.
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